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Latin America the

e

south-of-the-border design

[his is why Mexico was declared
the c|n"\igrs l.l'l'!il.'!l of the world,” Says
Dora Medrang, founder of Atacama
(atacamahome.com), pointing to a nubby cream
wial pitlow handmade by a family in the country’s
Toluca Valley, As a commerchal producer for the
Hispanic marker, Medrino would reourn to Los
Angeles from shoots with sujtcases stuffed with
her finds. “Meeting these people and discovering

Linigue pieces wa portant w e, and 1 stareed
keeping a catalogue in my head,” she explains: Late

last year, she decided o turn it into a business,
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6. Atacama, a new design pop-up shop &t ROW DTLA, reframes
disrnantling its kitschy reputation
with pieces that are madern, sophisticated and unique.

].lumhing at Dwell on Design. Fler new shop at
ROW DTLA ks Alled with standout pieces—many
made by women—such as textural rugs and lama
throws from ."\.\\-.lll_l]'_ i me:rlu-r—duup,]'m‘r Cam
friom Buenios Aries; felred wool |_\i]]cm'.- from Macdda
Forcella, an Iealian arost now based our of Ohaxaca,
and graceful clay dinnerware by Guadalajara's
Santiago Padilla, Medrano is determined o
change the perception of Latin American crafts,
“The techniques are generations old, the work is

very sophisticaved and the ma

tials arc amazing,

she explains. Consider us converts,
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Tiggy wallpaper, $86 per rall, chair fabric. $123 per
yard, ang Trizcan pillow fabrie, $105 per yard, all new to
the Thamas Lavin showroom from |ames Malone
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